, with a very rural and widely dispersed population. The distances were enormous and the transportation system was crude. But Cornelia was undaunted. In her "resignation message" in 1928, here is how she described her frame of mind upon coming to Oregon: "May I remind you that it was on August 1, 1905, that I began my library service in Oregon, with a clear fi eld, large opportunity, and two thousand dollars a year to be devoted to the cause of library development ..."
In order to establish library services throughout the state, Cornelia had to travel over bad roads on horse-drawn stages. She managed a voluminous correspondence with women's clubs and other citizens interested in establishing libraries. She was tireless in giving advice and assistance to all who needed it. She also quickly instituted a system of "traveling libraries" -boxes of books that were sent to rural communities without libraries to stimulate interest in books and reading.
The "traveling libraries" went to stores and post offi ces and other community gathering places. In later years, the traveling library system was supplemented by direct loan of specifi c books requested from the State Library's own collection in Salem. This was an innovation at the time, and very popular throughout the state.
Cornelia's strategy of "priming the pump" with traveling libraries and direct loan of books from the State Library, coupled with intensive fi eld work and assistance to local communities, was tremendously successful. 
O R E G O N L I B R A R Y A S S O C I A T I O N
Cornelia Marvin Pierce with her husband, Governor Walter Pierce.
Oregon State Library, 1939. 
